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In February, an envoy for the tiny Pacific Ocean nation of Vanuatu attended a fishing summit in Ecuador. To his 
surprise, he claims, he ran into two men linked to an obscure Panamanian company who said they represented 
his country.  
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That discovery set in motion a surreal anti-corruption investigation that has landed in London’s High Court.  

Vanuatu, a nation made up of some 80 Pacific islands, claims that Panama-based company Unimed Glory SA 
acquired its mackerel fishing rights “in perpetuity” for a fraction of their market value. The nation alleges that 
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those rights were corruptly awarded to the company, which is linked to Greek shipping magnates, without the 
knowledge of its fishing ministry.  

The spat is a rare window into the lucrative fishing industry in the south Pacific, which is among the most 
abundant and heavily overfished waters in the world. 

The dispute began last month when Unimed obtained an injunction to prevent Vanuatu from selling the rights to 
fish 15,000 tonnes of mackerel. 

In court filings, Unimed alleged Vanuatu was trying to breach its contractual rights and has denied “vague 
smears about corruption”. Unimed has been previously linked in press reports to Laskaridis Shipping, owned by 
one of the richest shipping families in Greece. 

High Court papers obtained by the Financial Times indicated that Unimed was liable to pay only $2 per tonne 
under the arrangement. Vanuatu said it had sought to sell the rights this year at $300 per tonne, and had no 
official records of the deal with Unimed. 

Unimed says the government has not backed up its allegations of fraud and corruption, adding there were no 
proceedings against it in respect of those claims. We’ll be keeping an eye on this case (sadly from London and 
not Vanuatu’s pleasant shores) and will keep you up to date.  
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• Disputes partner Mark Sansom was named Freshfields’ London managing partner, succeeding Claire 
Wills from May.  

• Paul Hastings has poached investment fund formation lawyer John Budetti from Kirkland & Ellis, along 
with a larger team of partners covering funds, private capital transactions, tax, and regulatory matters.  

• Antitrust trial lawyer Katrina Robson — who worked on the $100bn AT&T and Time Warner merger 
alongside other large transactions — joins Willkie Farr & Gallagher in Washington, DC, having left 
O’Melveny & Myers. The firm also added Andrew Kramer, an entertainment transactions partner based 
in Los Angeles, from Loeb & Loeb. He will be chair of the motion picture, television and entertainment 
finance practice.  

• Fieldfisher has promoted eight lawyers to partner including in its Düsseldorf, London, Manchester and 
Paris offices. 

• Gillian Griffiths joined Burges Salmon as a director in its corporate tax team, from Deloitte UK.  

Musical chairs 
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• Mishcon de Reya launched MDR One, its new global employment law support business, headed by 
employment partner Jo Edgley. 

• Christine Ayako Schleppegrell joined the Washington, DC, office of Morgan Lewis & Bockius as a partner 
in its investment management practice group. She was previously branch chief at the Security and 
Exchange Commission’s Division of Investment Management.  

• Toxic torts trial lawyer Peter Moir also joined Morgan Lewis in Dallas. He arrives from Forman Watkins & 
Krutz. 

• Three former Hughes Fowler Carruthers lawyers have established a boutique family law firm. Melius 
Family Law has been set up by Archie Best, Alexandra Blair and Joseph Fennelly. 

• Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner has launched a Seattle office — the firm’s first in the Pacific Northwest and 
led by new partners Jennifer Campbell and Allison Krashan. Both litigators join from Portland-based 
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt.  

• Allen & Overy promoted 36 lawyers to partner, of which 42 per cent were women. The lawyers span 
banking, corporate, litigation, capital markets and tax.  

• Jessica Yu joins Stephenson Harwood as an immigration partner based in London. She joins from 
Macfarlanes. 

• Private wealth firm Boodle Hatfield promoted real estate lawyer David Rawlence to partner.  

• Peter Lu joined McDermott, Will & Emery as head of the firm’s China practice based in London. He joins 
from Baker McKenzie along with Tina Hartwright, Ennio Keyte, Alonso de Reyes Lanfranco and Ziye Ke. 

• Laura Lin joined Simpson Thacher & Bartlett’s Palo Alto office as a litigation partner. She joins from 
Munger, Tolles & Olson.  

• Alistair Young joined Hogan Lovells as a corporate energy partner based in London, from Bracewells. 

• Kingsley Napley launched a restructuring and insolvency practice in London with a team from HCR 
Sprecher Grier led by Daniel Sejas. Marieta van Straaten and Roz Gergees will join as legal director and 
senior associate respectively. 

• Emma Lindsay was named Withers’ first global leader of its pro bono practice, based in New York. 
Lindsay’s work includes advising the Ukraine government on accountability for crimes committed by 
Russia.  

• Herbert Smith Freehills added 32 new partners to its ranks across Asia, Australia, Emea and the UK. 

• Ryan McNaughton reunites with former King & Spalding colleagues Ronald Lovelace, Patrick Yingling, 
Jared Zajac and Joseph Polonsky at Cadwalader, where he will be a partner at the firm’s New York 
capital markets practice. 

• Former assistant US attorney Jeff Schenk has joined Jones Day’s white collar defence practice. He will 
be based in Silicon Valley. 

• Nicholas Robinson and Tracy Feng have joined Paul Hastings’ structured credit practice, along with 
associates from Allen & Overy in New York. 
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